












The Compass is a quarterly publication of The ReHabilitation Center
Victoria Kearns, Communications Specialist
Elena Bombardier, Director of Development, Rehabilitation Foundation

BOARDS OF DIRECTORS

The Rehabilitation Foundation
Megan Stevenson, Chair
Louis DeRose, Vice-Chair
Kyle Henzel, Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Ahmad Hilal
Shelley Pollock
Nick Lyons
Dr. Muhammad Javed
Mari Howard

Cattaraugus Rehabilitation Center, Inc.
Mary E. Smith, Chair
Rick Jozwiak, Vice-Chair
James Ried, Secretary / Treasurer
Thomas Mahar

THE REHABILITATION CENTER
     The ReHabilitation Center is a non-profit agency supporting people with 
developmental disabilities, behavioral health issues and Autism Spectrum 
Disorders.  The Agency provides comprehensive services to more than 850 
people.  
      Since 1958, the ReHabilitation Center has been improving the quality of 
life and maximizing independence for people in our community.

OUR MISSION
Enhancing the lives of people with disabilities through supports and services.
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Mari Howard honored with C-Level Business First award

Mari Howard has been a visionary 
and driving force behind the 

ReHabilitation Center’s rise as an emerging 
leader among NYSARC chapters in the state 
and vital collaborative partner in the Western 
New York community.  
     Her significant achievements have been 
well noted by other leaders in the Western 
New York business community.  She has been 
named among 20 of  Western New York’s 
most effective business leaders by Business 
First. She was honored with the prestigious 
C-Level award at Business First’s Buffalo 
612,’ the newspaper’s sixth annual awards 
luncheon on October 19.
     Previously, Business First named Mari among its 250 most 
influential business leaders in 2017, honoring her with the 
“Power 250 award.”  For three consecutive years, the paper 

named Mari among its “Power 100 Women,” 
which honors Western New York’s 100 most 
powerful women.
     The ReHab Center is  proud and grateful 
for Mari’s passion, wisdom and energy in 
steering the Agency through the merger with 
Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, and the 
development of a timely response to New York 
State Medicaid changes which will affect the 
structure of Agency business.  
     She has also prioritized the Agency’s 
commitment to the development of a social 
enterprise business model to offer integrated 
work opportunities to the people we support. 
     Since assuming leadership as President and 

CEO in 2014, Mari has been an outspoken champion for people 
with disabilities. Her compassion and knowledge of the issues have  
equipped her to address any challenges facing the Agency.
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Attitude of gratitude endears friends and workers
With a little help from 

his friends, Larry lives 
independently in a home with 
three other people, volunteers for 
Meals on Wheels and enjoys a full 
and active life.  
      In return for the support, 
friendship and kindness of Amy 
Rowe, who has been his MSC 
for more than a year, and others 
who help him get by, he returns 
the favor generously with pizza, 
donuts and cider parties.
     “I admire Larry’s friendliess 
and outgoing generosity,” Amy 
said, adding “most mornings, 
Larry will call me just to tell me 
‘good morning and to have a good 
day.’  He genuinely cares about 
other people.”  
     Larry’s attitude of gratitude 

has a long history.  It’s something 
he’s always done, and yet, as the 
father of a child with Spina Bifida, 
his own life has had its share of ups 
and downs. But, you’d never know 
it by his cheerful thoughtfulness and 
generosity.
     “He doesn’t ask for anything for 
himself,” Amy said, “but instead, he 
asks what he can do for others.”
      Why does Larry do it - have 
parties to thank those who 
support him and his friends, make 
pictures for people, even before he 
meets them, or take meals to the 
homebound?
      “I don’t know.  I do it because I 
like it,” he said, smiling shyly as he 
passed a brilliantly colored picture of 
a Thanksgiving cornucopia across the 
table. 
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